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SCMP podcasts: Have you heard the news today?

In SCMP Today, Celine Sun reports
Hong Kong children have grown

heavier, and that experts blame their love of
computer games and lack of exercise. In Racing
tomorrow, Murray Bell and Alan Aitken review

Medic Power’s powerful performance and
provide tips for the Sha Tin fields. To leave an
audio comment, please call 8175 0270. 
Log on to www.scmp.com/podcasting today
and discover a new world of news and analysis 

The suspected ringleader of a gang
believed to have sold fake computer-
networking equipment in China and
abroad has been arrested on the
mainland after eight months on the
run.

Tony Li Zhendong, who eluded a
joint operation by the Shenzhen Pub-
lic Security Bureau (PSB) and the pri-
vate security firm I-On Asia last year,
was arrested at his new home in
Shenzhen on Tuesday.

In September’s operation, coun-
terfeit computer-networking equip-
ment worth US$25 million was
seized and seven people arrested in
10 raids carried out simultaneously
across Shenzhen.

“He was the only one who got
away,” said Derek Elmer, chief execu-

tive officer of I-On Asia, a security and
risk assessment firm. 

“We are so happy that he has
finally been caught. We believe he
was the leader of a big counterfeiting
syndicate on the mainland which
produced copies of advanced equip-
ment,” he said.

The items the syndicate is sus-
pected of selling domestically and in-
ternationally were under the names
of global brands like Nortel, Cisco
Systems and Hewlett Packard.

“This included equipment used in
the construction of infrastructure,
and hospital equipment that could
be used in intensive care units. It is
very dangerous,” Mr Elmer said.

The arrest was made after months
of surveillance by staff of the security
company, following tip-offs from
mainland sources, who said Li had

bought a new apartment in
Shenzhen. 

“We actually watched him for
months. We knew his routine, his so-
cial life,” Mr Elmer said, adding that
Li moved around a lot and drove an
expensive BMW.

On Tuesday, the company in-
formed the Shenzhen Economic
Crime Investigation Department of
his whereabouts. Its officers arrested
him that night in his flat in Shenzhen.

The syndicate – comprising about
50 people, who took the counterfeit
products all the way from production
through to the end user – is believed
to have had substantial backing from
other mainland criminal enterprises.

“We are so happy about the arrest.
It is a triumph for intellectual prop-
erty rights [protection],” Mr Elmer
said.

Computer-fakes suspect held
after eight months on the run 
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Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam-
kuen’s cabinet list will be finalised
early next month, according to a
source close to Beijing.

The source said representatives
from the central government would
meet the chief executive over the
ministers’ list within days to speed up
formulation of the cabinet. The list is
expected to be announced in the final
week of next month. 

The ministers will next appear at
an inauguration ceremony on July 1,
at which President Hu Jintao 
will officiate.

This source and others said most
of the present ministers would con-
tinue to serve in the new administra-
tion, and there would be only a few
new faces, including one from the
business sector.

The sources said Chief Secretary
Rafael Hui Si-yan, Financial Secre-
tary Henry Tang Ying-yen and Secre-
tary for Justice Wong Yan-lung would
keep their jobs.

A government official said that
only after the ministerial posts were

filled would the chief executive begin
a reshuffle of the Executive Council.

Mr Tsang will lead a delegation of
senior government officials at a one-
day Basic Law forum in Beijing on
June 6 to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the handover and the imple-
mentation of the Basic Law. 

A spokesman for the Chief Execu-
tive’s Office said it had not yet been
decided which officials would attend.
But sources said the chief secretary,
secretary for justice and former chief
executive Tung Chee-hwa, who is a
vice-chairman of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Confer-
ence, would be among those attend-
ing. Wang Zhenmin , a main-

land member of the Basic Law Com-
mittee and deputy dean of Tsinghua
University’s law school in Beijing, will
also attend.

A veteran politician from the Bei-
jing loyalist camp who will be going
said a state leader would officiate at
the event, at which the central gov-
ernment would give praise for the
successful implementation of the
Basic Law over the past 10 years. 

This source said mainland offi-
cials were likely to point out policies
that should be undertaken in the
future and would likely hint that the
implementation of universal suffrage
should be step-by-step and reflect
the interests of society.

The politician said the central
government would like to test the
ground on universal suffrage before
Mr Tsang’s administration releases
its green paper in the summer on
proposals for attaining universal suf-
frage. Earlier, a senior Beijing official
hinted that a screening mechanism
should be set up to avoid a constitu-
tional crisis, which could occur if a
directly elected chief executive was
rejected by state leaders.

Beijing set for talks soon
on Tsang cabinet lineup 
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Donald Tsang Yam-kuen

The author and publisher of a book
on political protests in Asia, whose
cover depicts a key moment in the
Tiananmen Square incident, have
accused a Hong Kong company of
self-censorship by backing out of its
agreement to print the work.

The book’s author is barrister and
human rights activist Paul Harris.
Colin Wright, whose publishing
company, Rights Press, financed it,
said he believed that printers RR
Donnelley Roman Financial with-
drew from producing the book to
safeguard its business interests.

“Clearly, the reason was they were
sensitive to the content,” said Mr
Wright.

He believes the company’s action
amounted to a repudiation of his
contract with them. Had he and Mr
Harris not found another printer at
short notice, they would have consid-
ered taking legal action.

RR Donnelley Roman Financial is
a well-known financial printer and
has produced annual reports for se-
veral large mainland-funded compa-
nies, including BOC Hong Kong
(Holdings), Tianjin Development
Holdings and China Telecom Corpo-
ration. 

“Very often, people don’t want to
get involved in a whole range of [civil
rights activities] for a number of rea-
sons,” said Mr Harris, a founding
member of the Hong Kong Human
Rights Monitor. He has appeared in
Hong Kong’s courts on behalf of
members of the Falun Gong move-
ment, which is outlawed on the
mainland. 

“But here, in my view, it is beyond
reasonable doubt it was an act of self-
censorship.”

The company has declined to
comment on the allegation. RR Don-
nelley Roman’s website describes it
as “the first financial printer in the re-
gion”. 

Mr Harris said the manuscript
was sent to the printer in January.
Communications over minor correc-
tions were friendly, but in mid-April
he was informed the printing had to
be aborted. A launch party for the
book was to have been held on May 2.

Mr Wright said he suspected the

printers may originally have believed
it was merely a “dull law book”, but
when they saw the design for the dust
jacket, which was not delivered to
them until last month, they realised
the content of the book.

The iconic photograph of a stu-
dent protester on Changan Avenue,
carrying his shopping bags and defy-
ing the tanks rolling into Tiananmen
Square, appears on its cover. 

The book, entitled The Right to
Demonstrate, examines the origins of
the act of demonstration and in-
cludes a chapter on the 1989 Tianan-
men Square crackdown as well as se-
veral chapters on recent rural dem-
onstrations on the mainland. 

Mr Harris said: “Businesses with
interests on the mainland are afraid
that anything they do that might in-
cur Beijing’s disapproval will lead to
their business suffering.

“Unfortunately, if everyone takes
this view, it will lead to freedom of
speech disappearing from Hong
Kong. The only way to hold onto it is
to keep speaking out.” 

Printers face censorship
charge for dropping book 

Paul Harris has now found another printer for his book. Photo: David Wong
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The government yesterday unveiled
a revised plan for Lantau’s develop-
ment that puts emphasis on conser-
vation, recreation and green tourism
but still includes heavy infrastructure
development.

According to the Lantau Concept
Plan, disclosed in a document pre-
pared for legislators, the objective “is
to capitalise on the nature, cultural
and heritage resources of Lantau,
enrich and provide education experi-
ence and enhance the local economy
and community”.

It also shows that the government
is still working on building a contro-
versial logistics park at Siu Ho Wan
and a Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
bridge. The government also wants
three berths to be operating at the
planned Container Terminal 10 by
the first half of the next decade and
three more later, although a site has
not yet been chosen. 

The paper, to be presented to the
Legislative Council’s panel on plan-
ning, lands and works, lists north-
western Lantau and southwestern
Tsing Yi as possibilities.

Green initiatives listed in the pa-

per include the already proposed
Lantau North (Extension) Country
Park and Marine Park, cycle tracks
and mountain bike trails.

The document says many pro-
posals are still just concepts and re-
quire further study to confirm their
feasibility and implementation. 

A green group immediately
slammed the revised plan for deep-
ening the conflict between develop-
ment and conservation. 

Peter Li Siu-man, public affairs
manager of the Conservancy Associ-
ation, said: “Green tourism is differ-

ent from eco-tourism. The govern-
ment should not capitalise on nature
to develop mass tourism.

“They should think about how
much the natural environment can
shoulder, otherwise green tourism
will damage Lantau’s ecology.” 

Ng Cho-nam, a member of the
Advisory Council on the Environ-
ment, said: “It is important to keep
access to Tung Chung Road restrict-
ed. The cable car has largely relieved
the transport demand on Lantau. If
the road was made open, we would
see a development frenzy in south
Lantau.” The road, the only link be-
tween north and south Lantau, is
open only to public transport and
other authorised vehicles.

The concept plan was drawn up
by the Lantau Development Task-
force set up in February 2004 and
headed by Financial Secretary Henry
Tang Ying-yen. 

It aims to propose economic in-
frastructure and urban planning in
northern and northeastern Lantau
while protecting the other parts of the
island. 

Two rounds of public consulta-
tions have been held on the concept
plan, most recently in early 2005. 

Greens see red over development
plans in revised Lantau blueprint 
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Green tourism is
different from 
eco-tourism. The
government should
not capitalise on
nature to develop
mass tourism
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Peter Li Siu-man of the
Conservancy Association

Exhibition of Tamar proposals
draws more than 30,000 visitors
More than 30,000 people have
viewed an exhibition of proposals
for the design of the government
headquarters at the Tamar site in
Admiralty since March, a
government spokesman said. Some
13,000 of the visitors have filled out
comment cards at the exhibition or
on the internet. Their views were
being analysed and would be passed
to the special selection board
headed by Chief Secretary Rafael
Hui Si-yan that will decide which of
the four tenders for the HK$5.2
billion project wins, the spokesman
said. The exhibition, at the Heritage
Discovery Centre in Kowloon Park,
ends tomorrow.

Average family a bit better off 
Median monthly household income
is continuing to rise, a government
survey shows. Median income was
HK$17,000 in the first quarter, up
from HK$16,900 in the previous
quarter and HK$16,700 in the first
quarter of last year. At the top end of
the scale, 5.1per cent of households
had monthly incomes of HK$80,000
or more, while at the bottom, 20.6
per cent had monthly incomes of
less than HK$8,000. 

Information requests near 700
The Hong Kong government
received 667 requests under the
Code on Access to Information in
the first quarter of the year, taking
the total to 22,297 since the code was

introduced 12 years ago, the Home
Affairs Bureau said. Of these, 432
have been refused. A bureau
spokesman said the figures showed
bureaus and departments had been
complying with the code to general
satisfaction.

Delegation to visit Middle East
Secretary for the Environment,
Transport and Works Sarah Liao
Sau-tung is leading a delegation on a
four-day visit to Abu Dhabi and
Dubai to enhance the bureau’s
understanding of the business
environment in the Middle East, and
help Hong Kong construction
companies gain a bigger share of the
region’s market. The delegation will
return next Wednesday. 

In Brief

Images of the lone protester
bringing a column of tanks to a
standstill near Tiananmen Square
have defined the crackdown
internationally, but little is known
about him
● Initially dubbed the “Unknown
Rebel”, he was later identified by
British media as Wang Weilin, but his
name has never been confirmed
● The Information Centre for Human
Rights and Democracy says official
documents show the central
government does not know what
happened to the man
● During a 1990 interview with
Barbara Walters, Jiang Zemin 
was asked what became of the man.
Mr Jiang replied: “I think never killed.”
● Timemagazine called the protester
one of the “top 20 leaders and
revolutionaries” of the 20th century
● There are various claims about his
fate, such as he was executed or
remains in hiding on the mainland,
but none are backed by hard evidence

Picture tells a story


